U.S.S. ENGLISH (DD-696)
CARE OF FLEET PosT OFFICE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 1 August 1963

Family Gram Number 2
Dear Friends

In my last "Family Gram" I mentioned that this was a continuing
tyve orogram, thus I shall attemnt to bring you um te date on “ENGLISH's
doings" of the vast 6 weekss Perhans y~u might find it interesting to
hear a little about the norts we have visited since my last letter, so
I'11 attemot to pass along the highlights of cach visit to you,

We made a shert visit te Malta in mid Tune which nroved t~ be quite
interesting. Malta is rich in Mediterranean histery having been oc-
cuoied by almost everyone, but conquered by no cne, and the veonie are
quite an indevendent lot. However, Malta has served as an imcrtant
British Naval Base since the 1800's. While ENGLISH was therc the British
Destroyer AGINCOURI was ocur host, and vroved to be a delightful exnerience,
as many of our veople had an coportunity to mect and compvare notes with
destroyer sailers of another country.

Athens was cur next stop and here again our exmericnces nroved te be
& little bit different than usual. For the six wecks nroceeding our visit
to Athens we had had on board ENGLISH for training and familiarization
nurvoses two Greck cfficers and four Greck netty officers. When we arrived
in Athens these young men just outdid themsclved to make cur stay a nleasant
cne. Many of our ncople werc inwited inte Greck hemes as guests. Ve were
made te feel most weleome in Athens and I sincerely feel that all hands
thorcughly enjoyed the visit,

The Fourtk of July was snent in the French nort of Theoule. Theoule
is a small village just west of Canncs on the French Riviera. It is nested
right in the mountain side in a rather sleeny sort of way. During the
summer however, there arc enough BIKINI's on the beach to make Theoule at
least coen un one eye. As we were anchored in this nort we tock advantage
of the situation aud held Swim Call twice daily, 0630-0700 and 1630-1700.
This vroved to be very vonular as it nroveded a bit of diversion fer men who
had the duty as they toc had an onnortunity to swim.

After a very intensive at sea pericd in which we went charging around
with a "bene in cur teeth" to comnlete as many commetitive exerciscs as we
could, we returned to Ranallr, Italy for a seven day stay. Since I mentioned
Ravalle in my first Family Grom I will only say that we found it equally as
delightful cn cur return as it was during our first visit if not mere so.

Least you get the immression frem my descrintien of liberty norts that
all we do in the Sixth Flect is visit fereirn nerts, I would like to take
this emnortunity to talk a little mere abeut the Sixth Fleet, what it is,
what it deoes, 2nd why we are herec.

To start with, the "nited States has four numbered fleets. The First
Flect and 8qcond Fleet cmerate off the west obd cast ccasts ~f the U.S.
resnectively., The other two, the Seventh Fleet in the Western Pacific and
the Cixth Fleet in the Mediterranean, are contincusly derloyed overseas.
The missicn of the Sixth Fleet may be atated as follows:



To Yeln ®reserve the neace.

To assurc lMediterrsncan countrics of our friendshin and rendinecses to
heln» them. - :

To nrotect nnd sunmort United €, otes citizens, interest ~nd nolicics
in the Mecditerranean area.

To be mrenared to carry out such wartime assignmonts as surerior
nited States or NiTC commonds may erder.

To merfect working relationshins with our friends nnd allies.

To nrovide realistic wartime training for shins nnd men of the Navy.

The “ixth Fleect hns no shore bases in the Vediterranean. It is a
"mermanently transient" organization. It is comnletely mobile 2nd self-
swmstaining, ibout 50 nerceht of the time thc Fleet is engaged in troining
exercises at seca, both U.%, and NATC, as well rs occasional bilatcral
or trilateral exercises with friends and allies, demending on where the
center of gravity of the Tleet may be at the time -- east, west or contral
VMediterrancan, The other 50 ~orcent of the time the Fleet smends in visits
to anmroximately 80 norts berdering this inland sea. In @ normal year the
Fleot will make two cemnlete swings around the Mediteronenn, visiting
the Eastern Mediterranesn in the Snring and fall and Western Mcditerranean
in the summer and winter. Periods both at sea and in mert are generally
of about scven days duration.

Shins revorting te the Fleet are exnected to have develonod certain
basie skills, and whilec some exercise time is alloeated for maintaining
these gkills, the vripery emnhasis in the Flect must be on the develonment
of advanced takk force nnd Fleet ccordination, culminating meriodically in
combined operations with our NATO allies.

Among the many skills continually exercised are these imvolved in
air strikes, air defense, antisubmarine werfare, underway renlenishment
mine warfare and smnhibious landing. The many exercises at sea are
designed to keem all noval canahilities in offense nnd defense at a neak
of readiness and efficiency.

The entire Fleet, excent for the Fleet flagshi~ and three auxilaries,
is based on the east coast of the "nited States, The Fleet is able to Sus-
tain itself continuously at several thoussnd miles away from home bases
through underway re»lenishment; th-~t ig, through the transfer at sca
of stores, vrovisions, fuel, -wmunition and other nécessitics. Do~
veloned during World War I and“constantly being refimed, the system of
underway replenishment can be used under both day and night conditions.

Ovorseas bases are often subject of changing nolitical winds in the
host country. Obviously, land bases are also vulnerable to enemy attack.
Besides, the Flect cannct afford to break off its overstions and return
neriodically across many miles of water for remlenishing. The ability to
overate effectively without such boses is ene of the real strenghts of the
fixth Fleet. Ceovable of delivering in a single nttack more destructive
nower than all of that unleaghed by all of the air forces combined in World
War II, the Sixth Fleet can shift this neotential striking ferce frem mne enc
of the Mediterrancan to the other withrut asking vermission from anyena.

It is a long-legged, frec-ranging force. It is thus able te give rencwad
confidence to cur friends and nause to ~ny notential enemy.



it sea the job of the Flect is to achieve and maintain a neak of ccmbat
readiness. In nort the mission of the Fleet is to nremote goodwill, under-
standing, resnect and accentonee, beth through official contacts and threugh
simnle necple-tea-neople relationshins: fach man in uniform is censidered
an ambassador of grndwill and resrect and is exnected t~ act like ecne. The
high standard of eccnduct ashcre of Sixth Fleet nersenncl hes won the resneot
of our friends and allics, and the centinual nresence of this ready Fleet in
the Mediterrancan has earncd resnect from those countries which arc net
friendly to the United States but understand cnly the meaning of nower.

Mindful that cne thoughtless men, through irresmensible behavier,
ean undo the good werk ¢f theusands, & great deal of continuing command
attention is given to maintaing the high standards of ccnduct ashere.
Bofere entering a nert, shins disseminate te 211 hands informaticn cn the
nert's nlace in hister, its famcus landmarks and the custems and tradi-
ticns of the necowle of that rarticular country.

The Tlect has boen se active for se leng in “remcting good interna-
tirnal relatimnshins that many of its activities have becrme instituticne
alized. In a normel year as many =2s 1,000 indivisual shirbe rd narties
will be given fer children in nerts arcund the Mediterrancan. Snerts con~
tests betweon shin teams and lecal tcams are a common feature of nort
visits. Exchanges of official calls and entertainment are a fixed mart of
all visits. Shins of the Flect are cmen for visiting in all Mediterranean
nerts.  Shio bands nlay nubdic concerts befrre encrmeus ercwds. Blue-
jackets of the Flect can be fourid on tour in all of the great, histrrical ant
interesting cities ~f Eurcne,

Te nrevide infermstion about the Fleet to the millkens in each esuntyy
who live at some distance from nert citics, and hence de net have the opive
ilepe of visiting shirs, ncwsmen from a'l narts ~f thesc comntrics are in-
vited te visit the Fleot s~ they may take the stery éf therFleet back with
them.

altnough the motto of the Sixth Fleet is "Power for Peace,™ activities
such as these menticned above, aleng with the traditional nlascrity ~f the
Flect in resnonding to disnsters such as carthquskes and fleods, and the
legendary generosity of the American Bluejacket in helning those in need
have won for the ©ixtl Fleet a revutation as "The Friendly Flecet,”

I shall chat with you once more before we turn the bow towards the
Straights of Gibralter and thence Nerfolk, s day towards which each of us
eagerly loocks forward,

Sincerely
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comnl_ander [ Uc E .
Commanding Officér



