
u. s. s. ENGLIsH ( oo-ese )
CARE oF FLEET PosT oFFtcE

NEw YoRK, NEw yoRK 1 August 1963

Fanily Crard Nunb€! 2

D€ar FYlends

. Ilr idy last I'Farrl1y Gt.ahrr I heDticned that tbls l,as a continuingtyoe Drograh, tbus l_shall atterFt to bring ycu u" to Aate o"-iinNclfSH,"
doingsrr of tho osst 5 rleeksr perhaDs y^u ;iiht f:nd fi inturesttng tob€a! a litt1€ about the r'orts ue_bave irl"itoi 

"in"" "y l""i i"itu., u"Irll attenDt to baes aloDg the hlghtiebtE nf o"cl "f"it in 5'or.

- Wo made a 6hcrt vlsit t. Matta lh ldd ,Tune lhich nroveil t. b€ quitelntelestl-n€. l,falta ls lich ln yedltelranean history havlrg been oc_cuoled by- alnost 
_ 
everyone, but conquered by no .ne, and il]l ""..i. ..uquite an l.ldebendent fot. For,,evo!; lqalta iras servid os an irnortantBltti6h Navaf Eo,6e s10ce tho 18oo'i. r.rh110 ENctJsrl 

";; ih";; itre srltrshDestloter AGI$C0IRI .,Jas cur: host, and Drcved to be c delighiirjl eeoerlenco,
ag bany .,f our t)ecBle hrd an cDocrtunlty to bect allal ccrnoire notcs r,rithdeEtroyer 6ai.lors .f anothe! couatry.

AtheDs l,as .ur ne*t stoo and hele agaln or4. €xn€alcncos ht.oved tc baa Uttlc blt differelrt then u6u.al. For thc six voot" .rccnodirg .tE visltto Atben€ ue had hed ^n boq_rd E$GLISH for tralnlng ."a f"roiiinrizotio.,
Dutrooses ivo crock cfflcers and four Creck .ctty officers. nrhen vc airiyedln Atheng these young Elen Juet outdld thcneclvcd to rnako our siay o .foasantane. Many cf ou! qcoplc !c!c lriitcd int. Grock h.ocs aa guest6. r,rc rrorehado tc fcel mcst $oloon4 ln Atbens and I sirrcorel,y fecf tiai "ir Urra"tholouFhly onjayed the vtutt.

The Fourtt of July lras sDcnt in tho J}cnch Folt .f Tt6ou1o. Thcoulcis a srEll villngc just lcst cf Oanncs oD the l}cnch aivlcra. it Ls llcstedlight ln thc nbuntain Eide ln a !.tbca slccDy sort ot uay. Ourtng tfe
auDnor bouovcr, there alc cnougb BIKINIT9 on th. bcach to makc ifreoute atleast ooen un o!1o Fy6. As r,ro l,lere ancbcreal in this noat ve t6ck advaatageof th6 sltuation ard held Svtn Cal1 t!,tce aaf1y, o63o_O-lc6-andlefO_fZOOl
Thls rsoved to be very Donular as it rlcvedcd 

"-tit-of aillo."foi for nen rhobad the duty ae they too h6d sn oDhortibitX to slrin.

After 6 very lotenslve at sea Dcll.d in r,Jhich we rrent ch,rrglng alcundrith a lbone ln ort' teethl to corn'rlotc a6 r,iany comhetitl.ve exeicilcs as ve!.uId, ee retrEned to RrnoU., Italy for a seven day stay, Since I nentloded
F:9111 il llly fir.st Flnily &an I r.ritl only scy thoi ue iound it oquatly asdeltgbtful cn cur ieturn as lt rJas dullng cur first vislt if not n re so.

Lsst y.u gct the innressi.n frflr ny dcscrihti.n .f Iiberty ..!ts tbrtall ue d., ln thc SL.th flect is visit f;reirn n.rts, I ,.,culd like to tolcethlg i\Dnoltunlty to toLk a 1ittla ncre ab.ut tb€ Slxth F1eet, vhot it is,!l^at lt doc€, .rd rby !,e a.re herc.

_ Tc start vith, thc I'nitcd St.tes h:rs foLs Ereberecl f16ets. the Jllrst,Fl€ot and Sqcond Floet i-nelatc .ff the vest eid eest c.ssts "i tf,o g.S.
l:snggtfyo!. ?ho .the! tro, thc Sevcoth Flcet in the r.testern Daclfic analthe Sirth Flect ilr the M€dlterranean, tre contin.usly de.loyed overseas.
lbe nlsslcn ef the Sirth Fleet nay b€ Etatcd as falf^ue:



To I'eln tlolorvs tbo noarco.
To dg6r.Ec lledltolrdncon ooultricd of otrE ftlondshlD and lcrdlDe€E to
holn thon.
To nrotcct nrd lun6ort llnltcd S..to€ cltlzon8, llterert "nd Follcle9
ln tho cdltclrnn6fD 6i!ea.
To be -renorgd to carry out €uch u3ltl.llle aEslgrllcntE cs lu?rorlor
hlt€d Stctes or Niilo oo@.Jrde D3y crdo!.
To '€rfect lrorklng lehtlonehlhs uith ou! frleldF .nd alll€6,
To Brovido rcallstlc vorttllle trjinlng for shl.s rnd Een of tho [avy.

Th6 sfurth Flect hre ho ahore ba6e6 1n the l"odlt€lrdnoan. It 18 ontglt!..rnontly tr4lslontD orgcnllatioD. It l€ colrfJletely b.bllo and self-
a!!ttlrd.!e, iibout 50 nercelt of tbo tirno thr F1€ot ls eigagod lo t!8lnlng
crlrcllo! ot ree, both !!.S. oad ll/rto, d! ro11 nE occa6loDel bllatclal
aa trllatolnl €xercl.rea rltt frlonds dnd alllc6, dehcldlng on i|her€ tbe
coltto! of gtatlty of the rleot iray bo at tbe tLmc -- €a6t, eest o! oontrcLyodltor!a!86!. Tho dthc! 50 noroout of tho tllno tho Floet 6'!eDdr ln vlsitr
to an'tloxlostcly 80 6ott6 bordorlng thi6 lnlsnd 6€.. Id d nolbFl ycar th€
Eleot rl1l ndko tvo oorFllete oelngs rloldrd thc y6d1to!3[eDn, vislthg
tho EFrtoln l,lod1tefrnnes! ln tho Snllng erd frl1 and {ostern Medlterlolrorn
ln tbc suB6e! aDd tJllltcr. DollodE both at Fes ind 1D ndt ole getrsrilly
ol obout Eevcn dayE dulatlon.

Shln6 robetln8 te tbc lLoet 0.16 cxroctod to havo,d€volorod cortaln
ba3lt !klll!, and lllllo lono exorclso tlno ls lllocatcd for tBahtalnlng
thore Bhtll!, tbe nlllort .lrrrbslh lo thc FLoct outt b€ orl th6 d6r'sl.onBelt
ot sdvanced tall forq. and Eloot c.cldlnatlqr, cubl1nntl.rrg iorlodlcelly ln
coDbltrod oDeratl,qr6 l,lth olr $;TO alll€6.

lloDg ths lany rklll! coBtlnually €rercl..ed are tb€6e lwolved ln
alt rt!i.ke!, alr defonso, a!t16ub6ari.!€ rq!ta!!, lltdeivay lqrlollahEnt
nln€ rdlfa!€ .nd sEthlbloue 16nd1ng, The Eany ererqls6s st a€o rlo
tlsllgned to ka6D a1l noval ca'lr5llLtl€B ln .ffonsc and d€foDlo at o rteqk
of r€adlnolE ond offlctency.

Tbe ontfc trIle€t, ercont !@ tbe Fleet flagrbt- and thtoo auxll6!1or,
fu baled on tho eart coalt of tho !'nltod Stotes. Tho Fl-eet k ablo to Sus-
taLn ltro1f contlnlously at a€vcral thoussnd !d1cs qtr^y fron h(!!o b3ser
tlrough underuay ro.'IonlsbE6rt; tb"t J6, thlough the transfor at lca
of ttoles, rtovlglols, fuel. ritnunltlon and otho! ndce66lttoE. Do-
votniod durlDg tlcald War I cttd"'oodstaDt\. bolng fcfl!€il, tho Fyston.f
r{dorvsy roDlonlshDotlt qalr be ur€d wder both day 6Jt l lrieht cottdlttons.

ovo!!€a! boae! srs ofte! subj€ct ot cbaltgltlg Dolltlcal slDd6 ln tbo
hn.t countrJr._ obirlouEly, la.!d baFes are al6o vuln6!{bL6 t. €nonjr 6ttack.
Bo61d6!, the !1€ct cannot affcld to b!6ak off, lt8 on.letlonl ant leturll
n€ltodlcally aqroar ua$f rilor ot rate! for rerrl€ollhlng, th€ ablut]'to
oD€lrt€ €ff€Otlvely 'titbcut such br6ea l! one of tho !€al str€n8ht6 ot tho
Stxth floet. C"DabI€ .f d€ltvethl h a .l!!glo 3ttecl no!€ ddstlilct:ivrl
tdJor tban dl of tbot irnloathed by all ct the aj,! toloes conbined ln 1ii:..11
Ua! fI, tho Slxth El€6t oao shift tbfu n.tentlsl dtllklng fe,t c€ fr.n ^ne en
of tho MadLtcrlaacaD ta the otho! !|ltb.ut a6klng Dornlaglcn frou aryono,
It 1! a lon€-lo8god, f!eo-!6!!gltl8 folco. It Ls thu6 oblo t. givo ronel,'ad
confldonco to our trlords ,iDa, naulo to rny notontlsl eneru'.



At !e! tbo Job ol tbo llect la to achieto aDd lAl'otclb a r'ool of ccrdbit
roadr,!o!e. ID n.Tt tho nllBlon r.f tbo Floet i! to r'lcDotc goodtnlll-, utt'to!-
ltaldlng, !o6n6ct aad rcccDttnoo' bcth through offlclal o.ntaot! otd tl,!.u8b
lLnDle De.tjl€-t.-rto@19 relatloDrhl.si [roh nan ln unifcrD 1! ccltLdcrod
aD crba66ad(f of g.odvlU ald resFoct and ls et^ectod t^ act 11I€ .'ne. Tho

hlgh st.Ddcld ef ccaduct rFh..e of 61*b rleet r'ottlcDnol hes ron tbc repnoot
ct- out MeDd6 and dllea, ond th€ cr'lttlouol utoaonco .f thl! leody lloct l!
tbe t{odltetroDoa! b:rs catrcd rorooct fldn tho6e countllos vhlch alo not
flloirdll' t. tho tihlted slrtes but utdolstand o!t\r tho neonLDg .f Do!6r.

lllndtul that .nojtb.uSbtlo8s rlodr tlfough lrlesncnslb!.e behavlort
olur urdo tb, good r.rk cf th.ug.lndsr d grcat deal .f contlnuhg cormaDd
Ittortlor It glton to !l lntsllg tho hlgh €tanderdr cf conduct ashcre.
Bof.,!o €ntorl!6 a ^.rt, rhlDB dlbF€nlnate tl.. 611 hdndr lnfomatl.cn cD th€

'!.rt | 6 r'rlaco ln bl6t.!' lte fdn u. lattduatkt and th€ etrst.'lt ad tladl-
tl^Do .f tbo -co!'Io of thitt .articulat coulttt.

Tho !]cot lla! boob !. aotl.vo f.! a. I.n8 jD'!.!.t1n8 tood lbtolna-
tl.nal rolatl.nBhl.6 tb6t Dany ot ltr actleltlog hove boc.eo lndtltutlcnF
alllod. In a nornol yoq! as bnny rs 11000 lndlvlsual rhlnb. rd nattleg
vlll b€ gtvon f.r chlldlon ln'tftr ltouod tho l'{odltorr&oa!, S"cft! ce!-
t€.ts behrooE sbLt toadg aod lccal tcel!! st€ a c(tlron fostulo nf ttolt
vlritr. Ercbange! ct ctf,lclal cA1l! rtrd entcrtalr tont 610 a lfu(ed nalt .f
all rtrltr. shlns .t tbc trIoot ale c'on f.r vLrltlng ln 411 Medltelranea!
Dort8. SbLD battd6 .lay nublto concoltr bcfrle oacrncue or.vd!. Bluo-
Jackots cf tbo Il6ot oiu bo fouud on t.u! 1! all .f tho 8!eat' hlrtirlcal dB'

,,nt.!c!tlng cltlo! .f Etnc6€.

1. "rcvld€ LnfcrDatloq ab.ut the EI6ot t. the tt$lllcns ln oaob clGtt!
trho llve at loD€ dlrtalqe 1Y36 nort cltlct, ald hcnce d. n t bsvo th. tltt-
tlsgo .f vklttng sblhlr acr8btn flon all' natts "f tbolo c.r|trloa ar€ I'n-
ottid to "r"lt tfo ncoi s6 thoy rdy tako the !to.y ca th€rlt€ot back rrth
the[.

.lt;rougb tbo dotto ol th€ Slxth EI€ot ls trDtr.6! foc Feacerr aotlvltlo!
srFb rr ihole Doltloaod abo"e, aloRg {1tb tbo tladltlonal tlactlty "f tho
n6ot ln !€rboddllS to d!.ros+-6!! euch aa oart\uake! and flaod!' otd the
toSetdory gorrolLty cf tbo A.o6!1csn Bluej.rcket ln holntDg tho6o la neod
havo $on lcr tho slrtt Floot a r€Futatlon as t'The Ill€adly Eloet.'

I aball ciot rith you ortce Eore bofore re tut! tho bou torqrd3 thc
Stlalghts of Gtbroltor and thonoo llorfoll, a day totlardg lrblob oscb .f u!
ooe€lly 1(\016 fcarard.
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